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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
In the 1950’s the area of Indianapolis known 
as the Meadows was a model for suburban 
living in the city.  Since those glory days, the 
community has faced a decline in housing 
quality, increase in crime and an overall lack 
of desirability for new development activitiy.

Recently, the community has started to 
recieve positive action towards improving 
the future.  Two new charter schools have 
relocated to the area and a stronger City 
of Indianapolis committment to improving 
housing quality has emerged.

EDEN Collaborative, along with Greenstreet, 
Ltd., Elements Engineering, and Mansur Real 
Estate Services was retained by Strategic 
Capital Partners to provide a broad strategic 
vision, land plan and elements of site design 
for the area along with a cost-effective 
implementation strategy.

The result was a plan that embraced the 
rolling meadows of the site, provided high-
quality affordable housing opportunities 
for existing and new residents, along 
with a healthy mixture of market-rate 
opportunities. This all surrounds a proposed 
market core with grocery and a new “quad” 
that would service both the neighborhood 
and schools. The design incorporates 
many green features, including low-impact 
stormwater features, large areas of shade 
trees, and multiple functional parks for both 
people and environmental benefits.

RESULTS:
Strategic Capital Partners is currently working 
to obtain complete site control and seek 
development partners for early phase projects.
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The purpose of this document is to showcase a Master Redevelopment 
Plan for the transformative reuse of property at the former Meadows 
site.

While transformative, the plan is also meant to be feasible and driven 
by a balance of site analysis, community input and feedback, and 
best practices in planning and development, utilizing a strong market 
analysis component.

The booklet itself is intended to be printed in landscape format, 
double-sided on letter-size paper.

A viable master plan will find balance among several factors. The 
site itself is going to always pose opportunities and constraints that 
are unique to each situation. Real Estate Market Realities are going 
to influence how much money is available for infrastructure and the 
economics of housing and other development. At the same time, 
each community is going to have unique desires for development 
in their neighborhood. No one factor can be the sole focus or 
excluded from the final plan. It is where these factors converge that 
successful final plan outcomes are found.

the term
“new avondale”

The Meadows as a name carries a stigma due to a past that includes 
high crime rates. This development needs to be perceived as a “new” 
place, yet one that embraces an interesting past.

Avondale Playhouse was one of the bright spots in the Meadows history. 
It was a 1,200 seat theater that contracted nationally recognized 
stage and screen personalities. The nearby State Fairgrounds is still 
a regional draw for performances and events. By incorporating this 
bright spot from the past into the name, a link is created with the State 
Fairgrounds and a new perception can be created about possibilities 
for this area in the future.
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97 single family homes
102 owner oCCupied townhomes

126 affordaBle rental units
42 marKet rate rental units

205 affordaBle rental units
69 marKet rate rental units

15 single family homes
178 marKet rate rental units

40,000 sft marKet
2 outlots

10,000 sft live/worK spaCe

60,000 sft
Community Center
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Save the existing large trees along 38th Street. 1. 
(see top image)

Design the Site Plan to focus streets, buildings,  2. 
and open space around existing wooded areas, 
hills, and valleys. (see bottom image showing 
the central valley area of the site)

Save the rows of mature trees north of the 3. 
Challenge Foundation School and site of the 
planned Community Center.

prinCiple one:
design around 
natural features 

Main points
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